
Functions of the State
Communicated.

What are they? Upon the answer
which the masses give to this question
the civilization of the future will be
builded. The present system is
transitory one. Social conditions are
ripe for a change. We may hasten
or retard the final result, but can
not prevent its fruition. Change is
the great law of life and ap
plies to the social and politicalinstitu-tion- s

of men, as well as to their physical
lives. It may be progressive or retro
gressive toward the dawn or the dark
ness. It may make the welfare of society
the paramount object of the state or
abandon all save the taxing power of
government and leave to private enter
prise (?) the destiny of our people. Shall
the greatest good to the greatest num
ber, or "each for himself and devil take
the hindmost" be the guiding star of
governmental action? Individualism and
competition will lead the way to chaos
and anarchy. Nationalism and

will inaugurate a reign of justice
thus leading to an equality of power if
not of condition. .

The sphere of the state may be deter
mined by the civilization of the people.
Many seem to think at present that its
chief function is that of a policeman pre-

venting the weaker from gaining any
undue advantage of the stronger, as in
the Buffalo strike. The war between
labor and capital has been waged with
the fierceness of desperation for years.
Let us have peace. State interference
has been opposed by some chiefly be
cause it was misunderstood.

The shadow of the kingly scepter of
old, crushing manhood, stifling the ex
pression of thought and destroying all
incentive to action, no longer lies athwart
the pathway of human progress. "The
divine right of kisga" to misrule or gov

ernments to oppress forms no part of our
political creed. The proud boast of

Louis XIV of France, "I am the state"
is not the modern conception. Let us
substitute that of Prof. Ely in his "In-

troduction to Political Economy:" "The
modern conception of the state is that it
is a co operative community carrying
with it the power of coercion, and thus
differs from voluntary
associations The state is a coercive

'.ve commonwealth."
The dread of governmental activity is

an inheritance from ages of despotism,
when 'government was something apart
from the people; when government
tyrannized over the bodies and religion
over the souls of men. We have no cause
for dreading a despotism in which the
subjects are the rulers. Anything
which the government can perform bet-

ter than the individual should be done

by it; work which vitally affects society

should cot be left to the caprice of in-

dividuals. "To promote the general wel-

fare" is the supreme purpose of the
state.

Mill said: "The admitted functions
of government embrace a much wider
field than can easily be included in the
ring fence of any definition and it is

hardly possible to find any ground of

justification common to them all except
the comprehensive one of general ex-

pediency."
Profeesar Ely has stated it with great

clearness: "There seems, in the nature
of things, no more reason why the state
should do one thing rather than another,
except that it is more useful. If both
are equally essential to the general wel-

fare there is no more reason why the
state should punish crime than why it
should construct and operate a steam
railway. Bat it is feared that the state
will usurp the duties of the individual"

I shall let Professor Huxley reply:
"Surely the answer is obvious that on
similar grounds the right of man to eat
when he is hungry might be disputed;
because if you once allow that he may
eat at all, there is no stopping until he
gorges himself and suffers all the ills of
a surfeit."

That government activity is injurious
to private enterprise has never been
proven. What function performed by
the state to-da-y would the people ralia
quish- - to the control of individuals?
More care is exeroisad, human life is
better protected, publicity and mors
efficient control are secured at much
lower cost in every instance under state
or municipal control. The welfare of
society is paramount to the gratification
of the avarice of the individual. The
state is the source of all political rights
and duties. The right to free speech,
choice of occupation, protection to prop-

erty, eta, are all derived from the state.
A few centuries ago men were ruled

by deputies appointed by a king; their
government was the most oppressive of
all time. Turn to Queen Elizabeth's
reign if you would view the stifling
effect of monopolies upon trade; to the
East India company, for an instance, of
a people destroyed by a monopoly or to
our own land where the theories of indi
vidualism have run mad, where wealth
rivaling that of Croe jus, and poverty as
dire as that of Lazarus jostle each other
in our streets; untold resources unde
veloped and millions of tramps, factories
idl and men freezing. Our working
people surrounded by the pomp of the
nineteenth century, yet many live in
more abjeot poverty and squalor than
the savage. These are the anomalous
conditions presented by an era of indi
vidualism.

Raskin, in writing of England, de
scribed our "own country: "Though
England is black with coal her people
are perishing of cold, though the ear is
deafened with the sound of spindle and
loom her children are naked; and
though she sold her soul for gain her
people are dying of hunger."

It is the culmination of individualism.
Let us hope that an era of equality and
brotherhood is dawning. Of that which
perishes we may eay:

"Twas but the ruin of the bad,
The wasting of the wrong and ill ;

Whato'er of good the old time had,
Waa living still."

Republic, Kas. G. E Milleb.

Government Banking.

Editor Advocate: Your editorial of
Feb. 14, struck the keynote of the next
and all future campaigns of the Popu-

lists. "Public ownership and publio op-

eration of publio utilities" that ex-

pression has the ring of true metal in it
and should hereafter be incorporated
into all our platforms national, state,
district and county. Let it be clearly
understood and let it be expressed fairly
and tersely that the utilities which are
natural monopolies must pass into pub
lio hands just as soon as arrange-
ments can be made for getting poe- -

seesion of those now existing without
wronging the present holders, or for
making others whfch will drive the pres-

ent operators out of their business.
Instead of singling out two or three

things like railroads and telegraphs, we
should use general terms first and then
particularize. Great lines of railroads,
telegraphs, telephones and canals should
be nationalized. Perhaps smaller lines
should be under the control of one or
more states. City platforms should make
clear that we favor municipal ownership
and operation of street railways, water-
works, electric lights, eta

"We war against monopol in in all its

T

hydra-heade- forms. T7e effar a remedy
for this deep seated disease. No other
party pretends to do so. The wildest
dreamer does not imagine that either
the highest protection or the meet abso-

lute free trade will destroy the monopo-

lies now existing, or prevent .the forma-

tion of new ones. '
There is an indeflnitenesa about some

of our principles as now expressed, that
is no doubt charming to an old party
politician, but is painful to the whole- -

souled methodical Populist who is a re-

former from conviction, because he wants
fair play. When we talk of government
ownership of railroads the question at
once arises, "How are you going to get
the roads now built?" The came ques
tion is asked regarding canals, tola--

graps, etc. Who will give simple an
swers to these questions through The
Advocate ?

First in importance, however, is the
money question. What good ways are
given by our editors and speakers of get-

ting the greenbacks into circulation?
The Omaha platform says, "the

schemeo r tomthing better." Is
not government banking the "some-
thing better" that many have been look-

ing for? Since money is essentially the
creature of the government flat, why
should not the government assume the
banking power? Our party since its in-

ception has vowed eternal enmity to the
national banking system, whereby a few
individuals fatten at publio expense. But
with what have we proposed to super-
cede it? Postal savings banks?' We
have never yet seen an intelligible expla-

nation of tbat institution. Let someone
give .a good explanation of these postal
savings banks. Will they cash checks
and drafts or loan money?

A bill providing for government bank
ing is now in the hands of Represents
tive Wm. Baker, of the Sixth district. It
was drawn up by S. P. Dsnsmoor, of this
place, and the writer. It provides for
banks in every county seat and city of
over 10,000 inhabitants. Such banks are
to be built and operated by the national
government. Their cashiers are to be
elected by the communities in which the
banks are to be located. They are to
loan money on any property to an
amount not exceeding one-thir- d of its
cash value. We would like to see thie
idea of government banking thoroughly
discussed in theee columns. If it is prac-

ticable, let us demand it in our plat-

forms; if it is not, let someone offer some-

thing better. J. C. Rcppehtiial, Jr.
Lucas, Kas.

There are longer but no better roads

in this or any other country than the
Chicago fc Alton railroad. This line
makes a permanent patron of every

traveler who once gives it a trial. Its
tracks are of the heaviest steel and as
smooth as glass. Its road-be- d Is stone
ballasted throughout Its equipment is
superb. It waa the first line on which a
Pullman sleeping car was ever run, the
first lice to adopt dining cars, and the
first line to run free reclining chair cars,

and to day its solid vestibuled trains,
containing all of these modern luxuries,
are running through on fast time to and

from Union depots in Kansas City, St.
Louis and Chicago with astonishing reg-

ularity and with exceeding comfort to its
ever increasing patrons. If you ever

make a trip in any direction between

KnBas City and Chicago, or Kansas
City and St. Louis, or St. Louis and
Chicago, and fail to patronlzs the Chi-

cago & Alton, you may be sure that you
have missed at least one opportunity for
increasing your happiness in this life.
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